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DISSERTATION, or DISCOURSE, 


. 
* » b : : * 


See whether the Reſult of cool, de- 


ty 


 % liberate, and avowed Principle, or precipitated 
KY by raging, thoughtleſs Diſtreſs, muſt, in both 
"Caſes, ſelf-evidently appear, within every uncor- 
rupted Heart, and unbribed Conſcience, to be a 
GREAT SIN; a Sin againſt God, our-Neighbour, and 
our Ownſolves : Though, as in Sins of every other 
Kind, it be one much more aggravated in the former, 
than in the latter Caſe, A SPEC1Es it is of Mon- 
DER; horribly unnatural; and whereas al! MURDER, 
without Diſerimination, has. been declared by our 
Saviour himſelf, to come out (of the evil A of 
the Heart, aſſuredly THIs defiieth a Man. (Matt. xii. 
| 5: Rv. 18--20. compared with Eph. iy. 29. 1 Joh. 
Whatever an ingenious, but depraved REASON 
may be able to alledge in Vindication of this Sin; 
12 may. all, I think, be put upon Elijah's plain 
ſſue in another Caſe; (1 Kings xviii. 21.) — Either 
NATURE is Gop; or the Lob is GG. 
If that viſible Syſtem, or animated State of Things, 
we commonly call NaTuRE, were Godz—if the 
Life we now conſciouſly poſſeſs does not reſide in an 
inyiſible ſpiritual Subject; a Principle, as entirely 
diſtinct from, and independent of its material Body, 
as the TRUE God (declared Job. iv, 24, to be a 
Srinix), muſt needs, on that very Account, be 
if from, and independent of the viſible, and 
Ws | e material 


(4) 
material Syſtem of Nature ;—If this Life, with all 
its Senſations and Reflections, were not the gracigus 
Gift of God's own Free-Will and immediate Opera- 
tion; but, either ſome wonderful Quality, or Pro- 
perty, the mere Reſult and Aggregate of a certain 
caſual and Jueky Concurrence, and Organization of 
Atoms and Particles, altogether material; or of the 
Courſe of NATURE, chimerically and abſurdly 


- ſuppoſed to have been from Eternity, . /e/f-exiftent, 
and /elf-prolific, as now it appears to be; lighting 


- up this Taper of Life, under- various Forms ,and 


Degrees, at one Time, and ſoon extinguiſhing it 


1 again at another: — Were this, or any other ſuch like 


tain-ſick HyPoTHEs1s true: (which, by the 
Way, is at Bottom only intended, and deviled- to 
Ahut the true God out of his own World, and to 


invalidate and deny the natural and neceſſary, L[MMOR- 
' TALITY of the Soul; )—then muſt the whole Affair 
of a Religion, proper for Man, be calculated, ſolely 


for the preſent Life, without any the leaſt farther 
Regard, and Proſpe& beyond the Horizon, of this 
World. _ Let us eat and drink, for To-marrow we die 
(I. Cor. xv. 32.) would, on t. nean be a 
capital, kuren and leading Maxim for Ma 

the firſt, and moſt comprehenſive Article of his Re- 
ligion, And though, during the ſhort and fleeting 
Period of our ſuppoſed. caſual Exiſtence, the Pomp 
and Show of PpBIIic WorsnP under Lime fo ge- 


e 
able and delectable F orm or other, might ſtill be 
kept up, as à proper N. ixture and Amuſement in 
Life ;—though VIRTUE, and MokraLtity, as ne- 
ceſſary Means for individual, and for ſocial Happi- 
neſs might be adopted, praiſed, and even enforced ; 
yet could there be no real, intrinſie Obligation in- 


cumbent upon Man beyond that, which an" extrin/e 


Civil Authority preſumed alſo to be the mer Creature 


of his own private, perſonal Welfare, Eaſe, and 
Good-Pleaſure) might render it circumſtantially ex- 
8 3, | 8 9 | ” . . « J A o 11 1% N 4 1 
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| ®, © one CITES 
pedient for him to ſubmit to.— And thus would the 


predicted laſt Edition of the moſt refined IDOLATRY 
come forth; every Man being thus, in Effect, a. 
LITTLE DEI TY to himſelf, whilſt his own indepen- 
dent Will is the one- only, and ſupreme L Aw to him., 
Let it alſo. be here noted, by the Way, that this 

Scheme is, in its original Ground, the Offspring | 
Hell, and hath; forged thoſe Chains of Darkneſs, with 
which all the fallen Angels are bound; and with 
which they wiſh to fetter all human Creatures too. 

Chooſing to be their own Center and Circumferent 
they diſdain God, and are all in all to themſelves.— 
For this might pertinent Scriptures be eaſily here 
adduced :—But beware of this portentous grand Error 
of theſe laſt Times, all ye, who love and fear the true, 
the living, and the ſupernatural God of Heaven and 
Earth ! CA Pet. ii. 4. 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. Rev. Xi. 4. 
Dan. xi. 36, 37- Chap. vii. 24, 25. 
On theſe, and ſuch like Principles of modern 
ATHEISM, NarTurALIoM, or DRIs M, to which, 
for above a Century paſt, all ſeems to be every Day 
more and more tending, and converging, as into its 
proper Focus; au occaſional SUICIDE might certainly, 
amidſt a Variety of ſuppoſable Caſes, , deemed as 
lawful, as it would be then per/onally expedient.” 
For if a Life, thus caſually lighted up, and devolved 
upon us, ſhould, before its natural Courſe of Ex- 
tinction, become, by the ſam- blind Chance, more 
bitter than ſweet ;—ſhould it even become fo in- 
tolerably burdenſome, as to be worſe than none at 
all; — ſhould there be alſo no Hope left of ever ſee - 
ing the fad and diſmal Scene ſhifted, and ſucceeded 
by fome diverſified, brighter,” and more cheermg 

Face of Things; —in a Situation fo diſtreſsful an 
embarraſſing as this, what could a few more Hours, 
1 Weeks, or even Years, do farther for us, 
thah only to prolong and perpetuate a moſt miſerable 
Exiſtence? And, thus circumſtanced, it would 
OE” ae 


in? For my Tyne Oe before, T * Ke. 1 
ii. 20—24.) „ 


| not find" 7" and ſhall defire to die, nn 
NR. (Rev. ix. 64). Foro 


when (Jo 


$57 
to be our Intereſt in the higheſt 


t a final Period to it, by ſome Expe- 
ngine- of Deſtruction, 45 eaſy, ſpeedy, 


. 
dient and 


and effectual in the Nature of it, as human In- 


tellect could deviſe, Opportunity furniſh, and the 
Power and Reſolution of Man ſet at Work —The 
Poſſibility of this State of Things, and of ſo def. 


petate a Dilemma, the following eriptures,. as well 


as common Life, evince ſufficiently. 
Wherefore i is Light given to him that it in ＋ ifery, 


| 4 Life unto the bitter in Soul ? Which hong for Death, 
| but it cometh not, and dig far it. more than for hid 


Treaſures ® . Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad 


| when they find the Grave ? Why- ts Light given to 4 


Man, whoſe Way is hid, and x Ear God hath "0s 
0 


| ind: Death foall be chofin rather, than Lage by al. 


een i men 
(Jer, viii. 3... 


And in hoſe Days foall Mon ſeek Duos and halt 


But, even ſo, what a wretched Alterhative js this! 
For all living Creatures, from Top to Bottom in 
" the Scale of Exiſtence, . being once poſſeſſed of 
Life, are, in à right State of "Things, plainly | 
found, in, Fact, to be fo amazingly tenacious. of 


its precious Giſt, as to be willing, at any Rate, to 


ſecure its Preſervation and Continuance. We all 


naturally dread the very Idea of Ven- Exiftence: We 
1. at, aud ſhrink from any A. 4 of the 


eprivation, Abolicion, or Extinction of our Life. 


To which Reſpect, the greateſt of all Liars has once, 


however, WD, his Atteſtation to this Trath of Fact 
ii. 4. be Hays, Shin Jar Shin, yea wi 
that a Man hath will he ve 4 bis Life. "Were - 
| therefore 
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 portably ſo 
7 This now is, and muff he the Stite of, the Caſe | 
upon the mere Heathenfh Principles of old Greece 
reſined and im 


Einds and Degrees.“ 


BY 
therefore the voluntary, violent Extinction of our 
Bering and the 1 of tus Boi; (neither 
of which is, in Reality, the — JO vn; 
muſt it conſeſſedly be One extremely great. —Very-cer- 
tainly is it then a — dreadful to plan S 
Arzl v, and to contemplate beforehand; nor can the 
deſperate Reſolution; er for putting it after< 


_ wards into Execution, be conſidered: as any Way 


leſs, but mueh more dreadful. However therefore 
the RASH ACT may be previouſly qualified and pal: 


Hated in Order to; and at, its Execution; without 
Doubt it muſt Kill be allowed to remain, amon 
Horribles, Something extremely horribte,: to. the 
doldeſt, and moſt hardened 88017 that er 1675 re- 

8 Fur in, and actuated an numam Body. 


And, under ſuch a View of Man's State 1 
Exiſtence here, well mi he wiſh, that this 


chimerically . ſelf-exiftent, and prolific NATURE (for 
hy add 2 x 90 
too 23 bad ſpared him ha. Exiſtence at all: Seei 


not be ſe;gned capable of VoLITION | 


that, in Fact, it is ali found | Oe or, 2 c 
alloyed and (ca with Ev een its 
final Extinction in the ordinary N 0 . 
8 in too many Inſtances, Tal a hath 

n obſerved) almo K W 


aud Rome: Nor can it otherwiſe upon the more 
proved Ones of a much prevailing 


modern, and modiſh Were ck of 8 


But, God be for ever pra for Bis — 
an 


Reader is earneſtiy recommended to a careful * of oy 
Tarkz's lately pobliſhed Mznoins of his oven Lite, written by 
himſelf.” Page 174180. Alſo, 43» 64--63, 39--91, 134, 135, 
224, 225. 


„ As a Proof, © 4 ination of. ibs tors ions. 


E 


and cheering Sun of divine, REvELATION.|—For 


_ this, by its ſuperior Luſtre, has diſſipated all the 


obſcuring, Vapours and Fogs, both of old Heathen 
Mythological FicTion, and of modern falſely-pbhilo- 


ſapbical, reſined REAgoninG; enabling us with the 


moſt. ſolid; and even intuitive Evidence and Con- 
viction, to aſſert, that a Living Gop there is, 
whoſe Name is IEHOVARH; a God as diſtinct from, 


as he is ſuperior to Univerſal Nature. According 


to the Accounts in the infallible Revelation he has 
mereifully given us of himſelf ; being one as com- 
lete as could be made by Words, and which the 
125 Experience, and living Teſtimony of a 
thouſand, and ten, thouſand ancient and modern 
faithful Diſciples and Witneſſes of the bleſſed Jeſus 
have verified and confirmed in Power, even with 
theit own Blood: — This God, the Lok, called 
in Scripture by the Names of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, is indubitably an immenſe Ocean' 
of all nl, conceivable, and poſſible Perfection and 
Beatitude; Hz is the triune Source of it all; and, 
in one Word, a Gop of Love is HE; * John iv. 
8, 16.) who, moved only by the moſt Benevolent 
Defire of communicating 'Something out of the 
Infinitude of his own r did, of his awn - 
vereign Good Will, give Exiſtence to a numberſeſs 
Number of pe eee Creatures; and of 
Courſe, the Life eac 
poſſeſſed of. For mis Pleaſure alone, zue, and ull 


Things beſide, are and were created. (Rev. iv, 11. 

John i. 13. Jam. i. 18.) A Man can receive No- 

thing, ercept it be given him ay Heaven. (John iii. 
a 


28) To the leaſt, as well as to the greate/t, to one, 


as well as to all, He is, to every real Intent and 
Purpoſe, completely God and Father; the great 
Creator, in whom all his Offipring live, move and 
have their Being, from the Beginning to this very 
Day. (Acts xvii. 28. Nothing can eſcape his * 


of us now ſtands conſeiouſſy 


ld LY © FMr@ wa ws 4... "OO r * 


„ 
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and Notice; 8 can be beyond the Verge of 
his moſt minute providential Direction, were it even 


g Raven, a paltry Sparrow, or a more inſig- 
E 


Hair of our Head. (Job xxviii 41. Pfal. 
exlvii. 9. Matt. x. 29, 30.) How ſhould it be 
otherwi , ſeeing: that - out of him, (it ors and 
3.01 him, pas to him are 2 Things? ( Rom. xi. 

Nor 75 the lea Thing, that 11 made, mad. 
3 bim; the WoRD, which was made Tub. 
(John i. 3, 14.) 

Well may it of alſo ſuppoſed, that the Work 
muſt have done Honour to the all-wiſe, all · power- 

ful, all- good, all-true, and gtacious Workman. 
Divide velation concurs, likewiſe to aſſure us er- 
preſsly of the Fack: God ſaw. every Thing, that he had 
14 : and, bebald ! it was very. gad. (Gen. i, 31. 
Eccl, All. 11. The preſent univerſal. Mixture of 
Goop. and. Evil. was no original State of the 
Creation ; but it came in afterwards; not from 
God, but throu h the fallen Angels, and fallen 
Man's own. Dee Like God himſelf; the in- 


telligent Creature, and Man in particular, mo 


and could, not but be, at firſt, perfectiy free-in. his 
Fill; and he had, withal, been ſufficiently warned 


of the infallibly. fatal Conſequence of his own 'Dif- 


obedience and Tranſgreflion., Sin and Miſery are 
naturally and neceſſarily o connected, that they 
muſt: ſtand br fall together. 'As to Man' 8 tw con- 
ſtituent Parts, his 1 5 80 Bonv, and his inward 
Soul, (the one, as it were the Sheath, or Caſe of 
the Ader the former was made out of tbe Duft | 
the Kl FL; the latter no, 7688 No rt 5 
as a Brea ives, by God himfel en: ii. | 
Euch of them — even e e State'of 
intimate Union, © 'partakes of the true Nature of its 
i. Ar Original. Ide N Wenn been 1 


8 5 415 T7 30 1 


. Vid.” I br. xi. 12, Te Abra te Ts 05 Gomes 


1 urn tx Tz avdecs, 


( 00 


a tt 


reath, a Spark of Deity, (divine particula aure. 
Hor. ) muſt return to its Origin likewiſe, Solomon 


enxpreſsly tells us this, (Ecel. xii, 7.) Then ſhatl 


the return to the Earth, as it tu and the 6 
hall return to God, who gave it. 


The Su»sJzer, or Ground of Man' s Life, viz, 
the Spirit or Soul, brought into a State of abſolutely 
dependent, ſoparate, and diſtin, Exiſtence from 
the alone Self-exiſtent and independent Creator; is, 


.. however, in all other Reſpects, eſſentially his own 


- and Likes. ' (Gen. J. 26, 27:) It is there- 
fore noto as natur ally-immortal, as its Father. (Heb. 
* Xl, 9 * The Gift unſpea kable can. never be re- 
- Sena it muſt needs n a Grant, henceforth; 


— 


—— 2 irzevStcublc and irreverſible, as the great a 


generous Donor is neceſſarily. unchangtable, 


”* Tithe ut R entance, in all the eternal, Purpoſes v "bis 


own bleſfes Will. (Num. xxiii. 19. Rom. xi. 29, 
Eph. i. 11. Chap. ii. 11.) —Let me then once more 
repeat the important, .cofifortable, and irrefragable 
Truth, that, by the unalterable /evereign Sag. . 


Wil of God, the Soul of Man, being of ſuch an 


high Deſcent, is in its own Nature, immortal; and 
of Conſequence, in oint of Duration, henceforth 
as' eternal too -as its Creator and Father himſelf, 1 
into, ſays the wiſe Man (Eccl. iii. 14: that 'what- 
foever God dith,” it ſhall be for ever; ' Nothing can be 
Put to it, nor any Thing taken from, Med ITHEES 


Amazing it is, that, \ againſt Bible Principles, 
an and — . by common Senſe and 
fra plaineſt Appearances 'of univerſal; Nature, the 

range Conceit of any poſſible ANNIHILATION | of 

od's Works could have ever been either piouſly, 
5 ee ically ad 1 n mutantur, nih bu 


interit. 


( 


of the Ground, is, in Conſequence: 8 
Tranſgredſion, ſentenced to return to its primitiye;: 
27 8 iii. 19, 23.) Whereas the Soul, being 


hy wrt © © 3 @. *. 
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(an 
mnterit. Oben Shed; ke AN uv talks rs | 
contre Te Aix. The Forms of Thi $ may 
Alter; 

chinigeable, cannot be retracted 4 4 "R 1 muſt 


therefore remain, in Duration, co-eval with the, 
great Glyer himſelf, Known unte God are all his 


. the B 147 of of the Warld, [am didvoc, 
from Eternity] (Ad &s;xv. 18.) What then could 
render t es and good Creator fic le and incon- 
ſtant in his own divine Purpoſes? is not a Man, 
that he ſhould: lie; neither the Son of Man, that he 
ud REPENT. (Num. 5 19.) Men alſo, and 
Devils, are all limited in their ereaturely 
Capacitice 5-2 in their, 7 — „and Operations, 
And in find before our Eyes, that the 
utmoſt, Tbs the moſt potent Men, can, under 
divine Permiffion, in theie higheſt Spheres- of Ac- 
tivity, do; is only ſuperficially to affect the Forms, 
but never to annikilate the Eſſences of "Things, If 
this be viſibly true of imperfect Matter in its dege- 

nerate State, how much more muſt it be. true of 
inviſible, and conſuminately 7 parſe Spirit ? Man, 
by an Abuſe, or by a perverſe 

de of the effentia ly "neceſſary Liberty of his own. 
Will, may indeed 8 alter the Manner of 
his on xiſtence in his God; but can never, for 
> chat very Reaſon, 1 * and deſtroy the Ground, 
h 2 Effence of that Exiſtence itfelf, As ſoon might 
ater, by its natural Powers, force itſelf pH higher 
„ aa the Level of its 6wh Source: As 

be Ce be ſuppoſed to have given the intelligent 
295 ſtroying of, the great Creator. | YL, \ 


2d iN | And, with Reſpect to an Amibilation of our on 
” 2 ny the AR of Svicips,. can. we ſeriouſly 
and rationa 


15 eatery 


"Its EN" RY 


„ TURE. 


livens, 


ut their Efences, once given b od un. 


nd unnatural Exer-* 


capable of defeating and de- 


uppoſe, that the amazingly noble 
am Fs Principle, which warms, en 


( 1& ) 


livens, and actuates the Body; reſolute and viggrons, 
enough, at. one Inſtant, to ſilence its own» native. 
Dread and Reluctance, and forcibly to burſt aſunder. 
the ſtrong and delicate Tie, which unites Body and 
Soul; ſhould, in the next, funk, by a violent Effort 
of its own, feebly and ignobly down into. a mere. 


Nothing ?—Such 'a Thought revolts againſt, and 
diſhonours Thinking itſelf ;- nor can it be equalled. 
in Abſurdity by any other, but its Kindred" dark 


One; "viz. that be who made all Things is Nothing ;. 
or, which is tantamount to it, that Nature is by 
ITSELF God. O no ! whatever other Faculties and 
Powers the Soul may be poſſeſſed of, certainly it 


can pofleſs none adequate to the Purpoſe of SELF», 


ANNIHILATION: For thus would the Soul 5%, and 


chaſe to be, at almoſt one and the ſame Inſtant: The 


Creature' would alſo, by counteracting, baffling, 
and defeating God in the eternal Purpoſes of his 
own ſovereign Self. exiſtent Will, riſe higher than its 
Creator, and invalidate all his Authority The 
very Attempt, that turned an holy Angel into a 


/ 


Devil !—(2 Theſſ. ii. 4. compafed with Rev, 'xilj, 


4. Iſai: xiv. 13, 14. * ieee ON att 


* 
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The following Similitude may, 0 
illuſtrate this great Point. A, modern Philoſopher; 


wiſe after the Manner of this World, but yet, per- 


haps, too high in his own Conceit; (1 Cor. ili. 18. 


an, ſhould he happen to eſſ him ſtanding 


plain 


viii er i would doubtleſs laugh at the Folly of ſome 


withinſide of a Boat, with the Kope or. Chain, 


d endeaypuring. 
as ſuch a poor innocent Igneramus might do, o 
frongly: 


affixed to its Head, in his Hand, a 


ſtop its Courſe on the Stream, by pulling it 
the contrary Way towards himſelf. Thou Sim- 


pleton I thinks our Philoſopher, little doſt thou 
imagine, that Aion and Re-a#tion in 1 8 
Directions deſtroy each other; ſo that thou canſt 
only diſcayer the Greatneſs of thy own interior 


Strength, 


* 


25 1 90 
perhaps, more than 
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Strength; by pulling at the Chain of the Boat, but 
effect Nothing to the Purpoſe of ſtopping. its ex- 
terior Motion on the Stream.—And yet will this 
very wiſe Man do no leſs fooliſhly, ſhould he, per- 
adventure, put forth ſtrong Exertions to deſtroy his 
own immortal Soul: Which neceflarily, all the 
While, ſtanding with its whole Strength in God, 
(Col. i. 17. Acts xvii. 28.) muſt, under the Effort 
Itſelf, riſe age to his own Deſign; ſo much the 
more evidently giving Proof of its own Exiſtence, and 
Continuation of Life, (Luke xx. 38.) before the Eyes 
of God, and of every ſimple Believer in Jeſus; who, 
in his deep Humility, is a divine Philoſopher too ; 
And he will alſo now, in his Turn, have Reaſon 
enough to pity, but cannot deſpiſe the learned [gne- 
rance of ſuch an inconſiſtent, and equally ſelf- 
baffled Perſon, altho* an Adept in worldly Sciences. 
. all the Misfortunes incident to Man 
here, and by him pungently felt, his ſad Fall from 
Cod, by taking up an oppoſite Will to him, is the 
Source and Aggregate of all the Reft, and of 
Courſe the greateſt of all Evils. It can be exceeded 
by Nothing, but that yet inviſible, and untried one 
to come, termed by our Lord and Saviour, (John 
iii. 15, 16.) „ periſhing;” (Chap. viii. 21,. 24. 
1 Cor. xv. 18.) „ dying in our Sins ;” (Matt. xvi, 
26.) <* Lofing our Sou z” and, (Rev. xx. 6, 14.) 
* the ſecond Death.” Effectually to prevent 
which, (O Truth of Truths! O bleſſed Myftery 
of divine Love!) a Method worthy of God, © 
Provifion the moſt ample and adequate, has been 
made in the adorable Perſon of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus CHRIST. Ve fhall declare nis 
Generatiln? (Acts viii. 33.) Ady/terious as it is, 
Hs is Gor manife/t in the Fleſh. (1 Tim. iii. 16.) 
In Him are hid all the T's of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge. (Col. ii. 3.) In HIM all the Fulneſs. of 
the Godhead duwelleth _ (Ver. 9.) In HiM-are 
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all the Promiſes of God Yea, and in Hi Amen, unto 
the Glory of God. (2 Cor. i. 20.) — Hear Him! ſaid 
once the inviſible God audibly from Heaven. (John 
j. 18. Chap. v. 37. vi. 46. Mark ix, 7.) Let 
HII then ſpeak for himſelf; and the Proclamation 
this divine Herald makes of Gop's Love is this: 
A. Miſes lifted up the 8 in the Wilderneſs, even 
fo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoſoever 
' believeth in Hi ſhould not PERISH, but have 
Life. For God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 
only- begotten Son, that wheſaever believeth in Him 
ſhould not PERISH, but have everlaſting Life. For 
God ſent not his Son into the World to condemn the 
World, but that the World through him might be ſaved. 
(John iii. 16, 17.) — The following Texts ſpeak the 
ſame Thing, and upon the fame Love's Foundation. 
The Lamb of God taketh away the Sin of the World, 
(John i. 29.) He gave himſelf a Ranſom for. all, a 
Teflimony in due Time. (1 Tim. ii. 6.) God hath 
reconciled the MWorid unto himſelf by Jeſus Chrift. (2 
Cor. v. 18, 19.) ee are not. redeemed with cor- 
ruptible Things, as Silver und Gold, from our vain 
Converſation received 7 Tradition from our Fathers ; 
but with the precious Blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, and without Spot. (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) 
He is the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole World. 
(2 John ii. 2.) He 7s the Author of eternal Salvation 
unto all them that obey Hin, with the Obedience of 
FaiTH. (Heb, v. 9. Rom. xvi. 26.) He was 
dead; and behold! be is alive for evermore ! (Rev. i. 
18.) He ever liveth now to make Interceſſion for us. 
(Heb. vii. 25.) He will draw all Men unto himſelf, 


(John xii. 32.) He will ſave THEM to the uttermoſt, - 


who come unto God by Him. (Heb. vii. 25.) HE 7s 
a merciful and faithful High Prieſt, in Things per- 
taining to God, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of 


baldly to the Throne of 


the People. (Heb. ii. 77.) Through Hiu we may come 


race, that we may obtain Mercy, 
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and find Grace to help in Tims or NEED. (Heb. 
iv. 16.) He is, in one Word, all that, which in 
our ſound Senſes, we could, under our preſent fallen 
State, -wiſh or defire for ourſelves, THE poOR 
DISTRESSED SINNER's FRIEND, What Salluſt, the 
Roman Hiſtorian, though with a. good Degree of 
Compliment, aſcribed to 22 Cæſar, calling him 
Rervucium Mis ERIS, (a Refuge for the Diſtreſſed) - 
that is IEsus, in every Senſe of the Words, and in 
the higheſt Degree of Reality. 


How can we know ourſelves aright, how value 
our own Mercies, if theſe ineſtimable FCruths ſhould 
ever be inapplicable, or dull and heavy to us! 
They are everywhere interſperſed, and comfortably 
ſeaſon all the Scriptures, both of the Old and New 
Teſtament: They are written alſo by the Holy 
Ghoſt within the Hearts of a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
as with the Point of a Diamond; (Jer, xvii. 1.) and, 
with a Sun-Beam: They therefore ought juſtly to 
claim the whole Attention, enkindle and recover 
Faith and Confidence in God, and -engroſs for him 
all the Affections of every poor, ſinful, and miſer- 
able Son and Daughter of Adam and Rue. It is a 
GOSPEL appropriate to the Poor ; and eſpecially to 
the Poor in Spirit, by him, who is himſelf the * 
and Subſtance of it. (Matt. v. 3. Chap. xi. F.) 
The Poor are his Fewels on Earth. (Mal. iii. 17.) 
Nor can this Gosp EL, or ſuch good Tidings of great 
Toy, which ſhall be to all People, in its Time, this 
Peace on Earth, and Good-WHill towards Men, (Luke 
ii. 10, 14. Mark xiii. 10.) ze hid, or veiled from 
any, but thoſe, who (St. Paul ſays, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.) 
are of 3 in Whom the God of this World hath blinded 
the Minds of them, who believe not, left the Light of the 
glorious Gofpel of Chriſt, who is the IMAGE of GOD, 
fhould fhine unto them. When any one (ſays our 8a 
viour) Heareth the WORD OF THE KINGDOM, and 
ungerſtandeth it not; then cometh the wicked One, and 
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catcheth away THAT which was ſown in his Heart, left 
be ſhould BELIEVE, AND BE SAVED, (Matt. xiil. 19. 
compared with Luke viii. 12.) In other Words, if 
a falſe Notion of, -and a Purſuit after a chimerical 
Happineſs, ſuppoſed to be attainable in the preſent 
evil World, without a full Recovery from the Fall; 
if a blind Conceit of ſuper-eminent fleſhly Wiſdom, 
and of a diſtinguiſhing Righteouſneſs of our own, 
did not, in ſome Sort, render us too happy, too 
rich, too wiſe, and too righteous out of Chri/t, and 
without this invaluable Reſource and Remedy ;— 
Salvation, through Faith in Chriſt, could no ſooner 
be propoſed to any Man in the ef2&ual Preaching of 
it 0 the Holy Ghoſt, but it would as naturally and 
eaſily flow into his Heart, as Water into any Aper- 
ture or Crevice; or Light through the Chamber- 
Window, immediately upon a Removal of the ob- 
ſtructing Curtain, or Shutter. He that loveth Fa- 
ther or Mather (ſays our Saviour, Matt. x. 37, 38.) 
MORE than ME, 1s not WORTHY of me; he is full 
already, he is no Subject capable of me. (Acts xiii, 
46.) And he that taketh not his Crd and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. Let alſo our Saviour's 
own Rebuke, given to the Church of Laodicea, further 
evince, that the whole Obſtruction to our Salvation 
| by the Goſpel of Jeſus lies only in ourſelves. T 
art lukewarm, (ſays he, Rev, iii. 16--20.) I cannot 


'. reliſh thee: "Becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and in- 


ereaſed with Goods, and have Need of Nothing; and 
knoweft not, in thy Heart, that thou art wretched, and 
miſerable, (pitiable) and poor, and blind, and naked. 
I counſel thee to buy of ME Gold tried in the Fire, that 
thou mayſt be rich; and white Raiment, that thau mayſ1 


be clathed, and that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not 


—- (Matt. xxii. 12.) And anoint thy Eyes with 
e- Salve, that thou mayſt ſee.—Behold, I ſtand at the 
Door of thy Heart, and knock: If any Man hear my 
Voice, and open the Door (remove, on his Part, or 
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conſent only. to the Removal of, all the above- 
mentioned Ohructions) J (who have ſo long been 
waiting without to be gracious to him) will come in 
to him, and ſup with him, and be with me. (Can. v. 2.) 
Which likewiſe perfectly tallies with Joh. xiv. 21-+ 


| 20; Where alſo the conditional Form of Speech im- 
ies 


no more than the eſſentially-requiſite Conſent, 
on Man's Side, according to the preſcribed Method of 
the Goſpel; to have all the Obſtructions to ſuch a 
bleſſed [atabieution, both of the Father and the 
Son, removed. He that hath my Commandments, and 
heepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that laveth 
me ſhall be loved of my Father; and I will laue him, and 
will manifeft - myſelf to him—1f any Man love me, be 
will keep my Wards, and my Father will love him, and 
WE will come unto him, and make our Abode with him. 
In which Caſe, the Complaint of unentire Hearts, 
that the Lord is as « Way-faring Man to them, that 
furneth afide to tarry for a Night only, will ceaſe; 
and he will then abide with them for euer. (Jer. xiv, 8. 


1 IX. . 


This ſeeming Digreflion from my Subject of 


SUICIDE is however neceſſary; for, on Principles, 
like theſe, no where elſe to be had, but from Scrip- 
tare-Revelation,' and the Heart's true Experience of 
it ; the RELIG10N proper for Man is exalted much 
above that, which is merely-rational and natural; 
its Proſpects extending themſelves far, far above the 
dark Horizon of this wretched World. The Re- 
ligion, grounded upon a crucified Jeſus, reconciling 
Poor loſt Sinners to himſelf, as far tranſcends that of a 
POMPOUS, PLEASUREABLEP.UBLICW ORSHIP, join- 
ed with mere VIRTUE and Morality, as Heaven 


tranſcends Earth, Spirit Matter, and God himſelf 


the whole Univerſe beſide. The Religion of the 


Croſs of Jeſus, (but which, however, can only de 


preached, with any good Effect, in the Power of 
God, 1 Cor, i. 17, 25. Chap. ii. 1--5.) .crucifies - 
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all its trueVotaries with him. (Gal. ii. 20. Chap. v. 24. 
vi. 14.) It calls for, awakens, and enkindles a living 
FaiTH. (Rom. x. 17.) And this Faith is ever 
combined, inſeparabiy combined with, and works by 
Love all the good and perfect Will of God. [t-over- 
cometh the World, and all its enſnaring Luſts. (1 Joh. 


vi, 5 It aboundeth in true orks. (Eph. ii. 


10. Tit. iii. 8.) It paſſeth through all the Goods 
and Evils, all the Changes and Chances of this 
mortal Life, in a l:vely and patient Hope of Immorta- 
ity, at the Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt ; whom having 
not ſeen, it loves; in whom, though now it ſeeth him 
not, yet believing, it rejoiceth with 19 GY and 
Full of Glory ; receiving already the End of its Faith, 
the Salvation of the Soul, (Tit. ii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 8, 9.) 


Nor are theſe affectedly- pious, or overſtrained 


\ good Fancies, but Heart- felt Realities: = Though, 


ly true it is, that in theſe la? perilous Times, we 
all, in general, ate too deficient in them, having, 


alas] much more of the Form, than of the Power 


of Godlineſs : Otherwiſe would the ſlighteſt hearty, 
and real Conſideration, and Meditation upon ſuch 
precious Truths as theſe ſoon decide and ſettle the 
Queſtion we have now under Hand. As Light 


.difcovers Darkneſs ; ſo, of Courſe, would the Gof- 


« - 


pets by its own native Light, ſoon detect the evil 
Nature, and demonſtrate the- dreadful Impropriety 
of that raſh Act we commonly term SUICIDE, 
For an Act it indeed is, offenſive to God, injurious 
to our Neighbour, in every relative Capacity; and, 
to the Man himſelf, perſonally fatal and raſb beyond 


every Degree of Compariſon, - 


To write the ſame Things. may be more ſafe for my 
Readers than grievous, in any Reſpect, to myſelf. 
Phil. iii. 1.) I repeat then, that deliberate, daring, 
and avowed Suicipk can have no Shadow of rational 

Plea made tor it, but on an ATHEISTICAL, or DE- 
15TICAL Hxrornzsis of Materialiſm. It muſt 
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therefore flee before the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chri/l, as Vapours and Miſts naturally flee before 
the Face of the rifing Sun. The Goſpel is an An- 


tidote againſt all the Poiſon of the Fall in every 
Degree. The Gosyer of our Lord eſus 2 is 


no canningly-deviſed Fable, (2 Pet. i. 16.) but poſitive 
and ESsENTIAL TRUTH itſelf; whereas DersM, 
the direct Oppoſite, is a mere Negative and a LIE; 
and all its pretended Merit (whatever Merit it may. 
pretend to) lies merely in rallying the Counterfeit, or 
falſe, nominal Chriflianity.—And thus may one Ex- 
TREME eaſily cenſure another, whilſt Truth itſelf 
lies neglected between them both. Now the Abet- 
tors on SUICIDE, amongſt their other vain Imagina- 
tions, take for granted, that ſome incidental State 
of Miſery in this Life might chance to become both 
intolerable in itſelf, and abſolutely unalterable, by any 
other poſſible Means but by the Extinction of that 
Life, in which, as their Subject, all Pains, as well as 
Pleaſures, ſubſiſt and reſide. Of Conſequence, that 
thus,-in the impatient Rage of our Spirit, we ought 
doughtily to treat ſuch a precious Gift. of Life, 
though beſtowed upon us by God himſelf, with as 
little Ceremony as commonly we do an aking 
Tooth, or a mortified Member; viz. by an imme- 
diate Extraction of the one, and an Amputation of 
But, under this Repreſentation of the Caſe, there 
is - as r of Compariſon, whether in 
Kind, or Degree, as Truth of Fa&t.—Does an 
aking Tooth, or even a mortified Limb bear any +: 
juſt Proportion to Life itſelf ?- Or, will any wile 
Man chooſe to part with either Tooth or Limb, till, 
being found incurable, all Har from every other 
Quarter is wholly cut off? Which alſo, as a Truth of 
Far, can never take Place with any Man, till It 
could be clearly aſcertained, (which never can he 
done) that the Grace of God in Chr could not 
| | oper 
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over- rule Nature, and make all Things work together 
for Good, to them that love God, &c, (Rom. viii. 28.) 
For, ſince the Promiſe of a Seed of the Woman, 
which is to bruiſe the Serpent's Head; (Gen. iii. 15.) 
and, now more eſpecially, ſince the actual Incar- 
nation and Death of Ohriſi, who is that "ou Seed, 

we have ſeen it in a good Degree already effected; 
God has been uniformly faithful, ſo as never 10 
fuffer any Perſon to be tempted ABOVE THAT HE 18 
ABLE; but will, with the Temptation, alſo make a Way 
to eſcape, that he may be able to BEAR it. (1 Cor. x. 
13.) Bleſſed is therefore the Man, that endureth 
Temptation; for when he. is tried, he ſhall receive the 
Crown Liſe, which the Lord hath promiſed to thene 
that love him. (Jam. i. 12.) Behold," we count them 
hap Ys who ENDURE, &c. (Chap. V. 11.) Our light 
Afflictian, WHICH is Bur FOR A MoMENT, worketh 


Jer us aefar more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 


(2 Cor. iv. 17.) God's Anger endureth BUT A Mo- 
MEN T=---H/teping may endure: for a NIGHT, but Foy 
cometh in the Morning. (Pſal. xxx, 5.) Ht have not 
an High-Prieft, who cammat be touched with the Feeling 
of our Infirmities'; but was in all Points tempted like as 
We are, yet without Sin. Me MAY therefore,- we 
OUGHT ta come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we 
may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help In TIME or 
Nö. (Heb. iv. 15, 16.) And thus, we cannat 
be ſure, . that our Afflictions, how grievous ſo ever 
for the preſent, ſhall be either quite intolerable, or 
ceaſeleſs. Much are we .encouraged to believe the 
.contrary.; and to entertain a well-grounded Hort 
of Mitigation, and perfect Deliverance, in the 
Lord's own good Way and Time; it, in Faith, we 
keep the Word of our bleſſed Lord's Patience firm unto 

the End. (Heb. x. 35--39. xii. 11. Rev. ill. 10.) 


. Should then the Heart ef Man, were he ever 
ſo guilty, and ever ſe miſerable, not be too 


PROUD and STUBBORN to bear the Red, and him, 


who 


* 
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who hath appointed it, (Micah vi. 2 ). to humble itſelf 
under the mighty Hand of God, (1 Pet. v. 6.) to bow 
the Knee at the Name of JEsUs; and with the Tongue 
(from the Heart) to confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is Lokp, 
to the Glory of God the Father ; (Rom x. 10. Phil. 
ii. 10, 11.) looking immediately and alone unto Him, 
by Faith, for Pardon, Peace, and every good 

hing ;—then can no Extremity of Pain, or bad 
Habitudes either of Body or Soul, become fo 
violent and confirmed as to- be Proof againſt tis 
infallible LENITIVE, and irreſiſtible ALTERATIVE, 

iven to poor Sinners with the Perſon of our Lord 
75 Chrift ; himſelf the beſt of Phyſicians too, the 

hyſician both for Body and Soul. (Exod, xv. 26, 
Pſal. cxIvii. 3.) | | 


But Suicide (ſuppoſing human Sufferings to be 
ever ſo intolerable, and unalterable in this Life) is, 
after all, a Remedy, not only ineffectual, but far 
worſe than the Diſeafe itſelf, We may, ſure 
enough, by Self-Murder, put a Period to bodily 
Life and its Pains; but, as we have already ſhewn, 
not to Exi/lence itſelf, The Soul muſt of Neceſſity 
{till ſurvive, and remain in anther unknown State; 
where, according to Scripture, and ſound Reaſon, 
the Anguiſh of the Mind will moſt certainly be 
rather aggravated. than mitigated; and that 1N- 
8STANTLY ; for abſurdly fictious, and highly de- 
lufive 'is the ſuppoſed SLEEP of the Soul till the 

eneral Reſurrection. Fear not them {ſays our 
Saviour) tho kill the Body, but are not able to kill the 
Soul ; but rather fear him, who is able to deſtroy both 
Soul and Body in Hell, (Matt. x. 28.) And again, 
Fear bim, who, after he hath killed, hath Power to 


caſt into HELL, (Luke xii. 5.) That this State of 


the Soul's Senſibility enſues immediately upon the 
Diſſolution of Soul and Body, the Parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke xvi. 19--31) through- 
out eyinces ; but more particularly Ver. 22, 23, 7s 

| | 28, 
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28, &c. Alſo what our bleſſed Saviour ſays, (Like 
xxiii. 43. and 2 Cor. xii. 4.) Te- Day ſhalt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe. And St. Paul declares an Abſence 
From the Body an immediate Preſence with the Lord. 
(2 Cor. v. 1, &c, Phil. i. 22-25.) - But what that 
tate is which our Saviour calls Ca/ting into Hell, 
he in other Places explains ſufficiently ; telling us 
(Mark ix. 44, 46, 48.) with a threefold Repetition, 
that THERE their Worm dieth not, and their Fire is 
not quenched. And (Matt, xxii. 13.) There ſhall be 
_ Weeping and waiiing, and gnaſbing of Teeth. For all 
theſe, who are EAD to Men, are (till ALIVE unte God ; 
they all, without Interruption, or Ceſſation of Life, 
live unto HIM; (Luke xx. 38.) either like the Rich 
ro in HELL; or like Lazarus, in ABRAHAMS 

 Bosom, | 


If therefore, in Diſdain of, and Deſpite ſhewn 
to God's moſt gracious, only-true, and infallible 
Remedy provided againſt all Evil, we ſhould fool- 
iſhly and raſhly 2 a chimerical Extinction of our 
own Exiſtence; we then, upon a Trial never to 
be repeated, never to be redreſſed, cannot but find 
ourſclves ſadly miſtaken, and trepanned by our 
grand, crafty 8 into a zew Species of Miſery in 
another State, or Life; which, how pungent and 
intolerable ſo ever, (witneſs, the Rich Glutton's 
Tormenis, (Luke xvi. 23--31) no farther. Expedient 
of SUICIDE, or otherwiſe, . would be able to alter, 
mitigate, or extricate us from. For whatever. the 
Future State may prove to be to us, happy or unhappy 
having been once, by. the good and unchangeable 
Will of God, brought into Exiſtence, our Con- 
tinuance therein muſt be indefeaſible; that all the 
eternal Purpoſes of his. creating and redeeming Love 
may be, ſooner or later, fulfilled, How ſhould we 
then ceaſe to be - As the unbeginning and. neyer- 
ending God and Father of our Spirits, (Heb. xii. g.) 
the Giver of the Life therein reſident, could only 
927 beſtow; 
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aw; ſo ſureiy can none other but himſelf ever take 


t away from us again: — And to ſuppoſe that Hz 
ould, or would do it, implies either the Abſurdity 


f framing an Omnipotence deſtruQtive of its own 
Wivine Nature; or a Blaſphemy, no leſs than to 
ver, that the all-perfet Deity, with whom there 
Ws no Variableneſt, or Shadow of Turning, (Jam. i. 
7.) is as liable to Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy as 


7e ſhort - ſighted fallen Men are found to be. 
\ eainſt this, Balaam, over-ruled the Spirit of 
od, teſtifies: God is not a MAn that he ſhould lis, 
ther the Son oF Man, that he ſhould REr RENT, 
&c. (Num. xxiii. 19.) which, in other Words, is 
only to ſay, that the all-harmonious Deity cannot 
act in direct Oppoſition to his own invariable divine 
Order; which would be to counter- act, and deſtroy 
himſelf.—A fictious, ſtrange Kind of Svicipe in- 
deed J- On all the aboveſaid Grounds therefore, it 
may well be ſaid, That vam is the IMAGINATION, 
abſurd and impious the ExPREssIOn, and utterly 
unavailable the EFFoRT, made by any. dependent 
Creature, to PUT AN END TO IT's OWN 


For, conſidering ourſelves as Creatures, (to all 
Eternity, neceffarily and totally dependent upon the 
ſovereign SELF-EXISTENT Being of all Beings) 
SUICIDE cannot but be conſidered as an impious, 
and daring Attack upon the excluſive Rights, and 
incommunicable Prerogatives of the MAJEsTY of 
MaJjesTIEs,—HE only could give us a Sour, and 
he will as certainly continue the Life and Exiſtence 
therein reſident, The Words of the Son of his 
Love, ſpeaking what. he knew, and teſtifying what he 
had ſeen, (John iii. 11.) are here very appoſite, 
important, and deciſive : As the FATHER hath Life © 
in % , 2 halb he given to the SON to have Life in 
imſelf: (John v. 26. Chap. vi. 57.) Hz oxLY- 
hath Immortality, &c. (1 Tim. vi. 16.) in this Self- 
exiſtent and Self- ſubſiſtent Way. For, 


% 


» 


(4) . 

For, however the cool Defender, and daring 
Perpetrator of this high Crime and Miſdemeanor 
may qualify and palliate the Matter to himſelf by 
vain Reaſonings ; yet can ſuch Subtilties of Reaſon 
never alter the real Nature of Things. By the very 
Af, a Man proudly and rebelliouſly flies in the 
Face of his God.; thereby in Effect attempting, to 
wreſt the Sceptre out of the omnipotent Hand of 
the Univerſal. SOVEREIGN ; who is, withal, the 
true Father of his immortal Spirit. It ſeems to be 
one of the higheſt Inſtances, whereby the Creature can 
wiſh to invade the Rights, and traverſe the Will of 
its Creator; and it has in it an undutiful, as well 
as an ungrateful Diſpoſition, enhanced in its Pravi 

eee to the Goodneſs of that Will. 

Procedure this more aggravated in a CHRISTIAN 
Country; becauſe the Delinquent cannot, if he 
would, be quite inſenſible, that there is not only a 
divine Mandate, but even a gracious Invitation given 
to the MISERABLE to ſeek a preſent Redreſs, and in 
its Time, a conſummate Deliverance, from all Evil 
here and hereafter, by a believing Reſignation, and 
a patient Hope in the never-failing Mercy and 
Compaſſion of a crucified Redeemer. Haw ſhall we 
then eſcape, if we neglict, and deſpiſe, 5 great a 
Salvation? (Heb. ii. 3.) . Surely no Height of 
Genius, no Subtilty in the Way of Reaſoning; can 
exculpate; no Stretch, even of Chriſtian Charity 
itſelf, can promiſe Impunity to the premeditated 
Audacity and Ingratitude of + ſuch every. Day 
increaſing Apo/lates 5 the Faith of JESUS. 5 


It may eaſily be obſerved, that hitherto I have 
moſtly. treated of Su1ciDe, as a Sin againſt Gad, 
and Oncſelf; but the juſt Rights of Society, and of 
our Neighbour, in every relative Capacity, muſt by 
no Means be left out of the Accompt. Let the 
complicated Diſtreſs, the ſad Confuſion, and the 
pernicious Example in the Family, 1 and 
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Btate, where ſuch a raſh AR takes Place, be 
conſidered too, Let Wives bewailing their dear 
Huſbands, and Huſbands their Wives, Parents 
their Children, and Children their Parents, inti- 


mate Friends their Friends, Neighbour his Neigh- 


bour, and the State its great Officers and Pillars, 
form the ſorrowful Group ;—and, all together will 
complete ſuch a Tragical Piauce, as the moſt indif. 
ferent Perſon, in his ſound Senſes, could not caſt 
the ſlighteſt Eye upon, without Horror and an 
aking, bleeding Heart. | 


Yes, the mere Exhibition of it before the untinged 
Eye of Conſcience, and common Senſe, muſt needs, 
by the firſt genuine Feelings it excites, ſelf-cvident]y: 
evince SUICIDE to be, not only a Sin, as well 
againſt our Neighbour, as againſt God, and our Own- 
felves ; but one too of the firft Magnitude. CL © 


Vet what Excuſe, what Extenuation of its Guilt 
are juſtly admiſſible under Caſes of invincible I- 
norance, or of uncommonly over-whelming, and 
over-bearing Di 5 and of real pitiable Inſazity ; 
is beyond my Deſign, and even Ability, minutely 
and exactly to aſcertain and determine, in this Place. 
All Sin is Sia, and as ſuch, muft neccſſarily be 

? C attended 


Very remarkable it is, that in every Inſtance of Su ici oc- 
curring in the Bible; as of Saul, Abitbopbel, and Judas Iſcariot, they 
were all plainly bad Men :— Whereas, if Surc1vz had been a 
Thing /awwful in itſelf, Fob, and other afflicted SarnmTs, whoſe Lives 
became a Burden to them, 2 „iii. 20-24, &c.) would, one or 
other, have been probably found in the Practice of it. 


As to the Caſe of Sampſon, (Judg. xvi. 30.) He was a mixed 
Character; though, upon the Whole, and eſpecially at the Clote 
of his Life, not altogether unworthy of ſtanding upon the Liſt 
with other Heroes of Faich. (Heb. xi. 32.) | 

Let us farther ſee what Bp. Patrick writes upon the Place: 

« Sampſon is not to be thought pr y a SztLy-MunDEenEn:; 
* for he was moved by an heroical Spirit from God himſelf, to 
% make himſelf a Sacrifice (as I may call it) for the Good of his 
% Country: And it is no more than great Soldiers do; who are 
« content to loſe their Lives in Defence of a Poſt where they are 
„% pla&d, for the Preſervation of the Army, to which they beloog. 
— Gries, in his Book De Fure Belli and Paci, Lib. 2. Cap. 19, 
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attended with conſcious Guilt ;® but premeditated 


and wilful Sins will certainly feel a larger Share of 
it than others of mere Inadvertency, Precipitation, 
and Surprize, The former are approved before- 


hand, and vindicated afterwards, on Principle; the 
latter, being little apprehended; come often upon us 


at an Unawares, and are always inwardly con- 


demned. However, in this, and in every other Caſe, 


we are ſure the Fudge of all the Earth will do ioHr. 
(Gen. xviii. 25.) The Manner of this juſt and equi- 
table Judge's future Procedure is, among many other, 
clearly diſcernible by the general Rule, or Specimen, 
laid down in the following Words, (Luke xii. 47; 
48.) The Servant (ſays he) who knew his Lord's 
Mill, and prepared not himſelf, neither did according to 
his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes: But he 


that knew not, and did commit Things worthy of 


Stripes, ſhall be beaten with few Stripes: For unto 
whomſoever MUCH ts given, of him ſhall MORE be 
required ; and to whom Mz N have committed MUCH, of 
HIM will they aſe the MORE. This is ſaid, and is, 


according to /fri Juſtice.— But, in Point of Equity 


too, the Saviour's kind and merciful Diſpoſition for 
excuſing and extenuating the greateſt Sms of Igno- 
rance, and "Infirmity, is in Nothing more con- 
ſpicuous than by the Interceſſion he made in Behalf 
of his yery Crucifiers ; when, under the greateſt of 


all Injuries, he hung bleeding on the Croſs : Father, 


(ſays he) forgive them, for they KNOW NOT , WHAT 
THEY po. (Luke xxiti._ 34.)—Now, though there 
was no Ground of Truth ſufficient wholly to excuſe, 
yet was there. one, that his compaſſionate Heart 
could lay hold of, to extenuate even this atrocious 
Outrage offered to his own innocent Perſon; for (adds 
he) they know not what they do /—Verily they did not. 
St. Paul, who himſelf had heretofore been a Blaſphe- 
mer, a Perſecutor and injurious, whilſt in ſimilar 
Tenorance and Unbelief, (1 Tim. i. 13.) tell 1285 

| d II or. 
©  ® Extempld quodcunque malum committitur ip6 N 
Diſplicet auctori Juv. 


„ 
(t Cor. ii. 6, 8.) that the adorable Wiſdom of the 
Croſs, was the Wiſdom of God in a Myflery, which 
NONE OF THE PRINCES OF THIS WORLD KNEW; . 
Ir had they known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory. With this doth St. Peter likewiſe 
accord, when (Acts iii. 2 he ſays, Ye (Jews, 
with your Rulers) denied the Holy One, and the Fu/t, 


e 
and deſired a Murderer to be granted unto you; and 
killed the Prince of Life And now, Brethren, I wot 
that THROUGH IGNORANCE ye did it, as did ao 
YOUR RULERS—Repent ye therefore, &c. For the 
Validity of which a good Ground had been laid, 
not only when, on the Croſs, our Saviour: made the 
above-mentioned Interceſſion for the Tranſereſſors ; 
7 8. liti, 12.) but alſo by his ſo frequently repeated 
octrine of loving, praying for, and forgiving Ene- 
mies: et v. 44. Chap. vi. 14, 15.) and more 
eſpecially ſtill, when he enjoined his Apoſtles, t 
preach Remiſſion of Sins, 1N His NAME, among all 
Nations ; beginning even at JERUSALEM, the very 
Place of his Reſection, and Crucifixion. (Luke 
XXlv. 47. Ads Xill. 27.) 3 
The Cafe of Suxcipe bears ſome Affinity with XP 
this: For, like the barbarous Crucifixion of the = 
innocent and. patient Son of God, in Perſon, it is, 
in a Sort, to crucify Him to ge afreſh, when the 
raſh Self- Murderer wounds and deſtroys the Image of 


lin bimfelf. (Heb, vi. 6. compared with Gen. 
re ix. 6.) If therefore a daring and avowed Spirit of 
©, algnih could aggravate, or a pitiable State of 
rt Ignorance and Infirmity extenuate the former; fo 
us may it the latter Crime likewiſe: - Only, in the 


Caſe of SUICIDE, there is the peculiar and diſtin- 
e Trinde ra of its being moſtly. incapable. of 
being. followed by a ſincere and true Repentance, 
on this Side the Grave, bs | 
Now, ſince. every Phenomenon, or Effect, either 
n the moral or natural Ts cannot be without 
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(28) 5 
its proper Ground, or adequate Cauſe; a further En- 
quiry might, perhaps, be here profitably inſtituted 
into that of the much to be lamented Motive to, and 
ſo of the Frequency of Suicips, in theſe modern 
Times; and eſpecially in our own Nation. —The 
Cauſe of LIBERTY, both Civil and Religious, has 
been much-pleaded of late ; and no where, perhaps, 
more cordially and diffuſively than amongſt us: 
And it muſt alfo be allowed to be a precious Gift of 
God :—But then, like all other good, and even the 
bet Things, it is equally liable to be employed to 
a bad and to the worft, as well as to a good, and to 
the he, Purpoſe, For my own Perſon, long have 
I been convinced, that, as its good Uſe will even- 
tually open the Way to a Reſtoration of pure, and 
Primitive Chriſtianity, as at the Day of Pentecoſt; ſo - 
will its Ahuſe give Birth and Growth to a conſummate 
State of INFIDELITY in Principle, and conſequent 
Profligacy in Practice. The few, who love the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift and his Truth in Sincerity, are wiſhing 
and praying for the former; and the many, who 
believe not the Truth, but have Pleaſure in Unrighteonf- 
neſs, (2 Theſſ. ii. 10-13.) wiſh equally for, and 
ſtrenuouſly 'endeavour to promote the latter. The 
Caſe is, through all Chriſtendom, at this Day, 
before our Eyes; but more perceptibly and con- 
ſpicuouſly in our own Nation. This Abuſe of Liberty 
to Licentiouſneſs is then the fertile Soil, which pro- 
duces SUICIDE, and produces it in ſuch Plenty; 
but more eſpecially that deliberate and daring Species 
of it, which is adopted, maintained, and perpe- 
trated upon Principle, and Argumentation, againſt 
the revealed Will of God, as well as againſt all 
good Senſe and ſober Reaſon. 


What the Apoſtle Paul obſerves, in the firſt and 
ſecond Chapters of his Epiſtle to the Romans, in 
Reſpe& to the then State both of Heathens and Jews, 
is exactly the Caſe with Deiſtr, and merely nomi nul 
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Diſaples of Chtiſt in this aur Day too. No ſooner 
is THAT which may be known of God, and is maniſaſi 

in ut, having been by God himſelf hewn unto the 
Conſcience, (Rom: 1. 19.) held, or detained in 
Unrighteouſneſs ; and, from 4 Diflike of rn | 
God in dur Knowledee, (Ver. 28.) ſuppreſſed, ane 
its ſaving Grace, and Light extinguiſhed; but we 
muſt inevitably be given over to a REPROBATE MI xn: 
to vain Imaginations, to à fooliſh and hardened. 
Heart, to an indiſcriminating Senſe, and a ſeared 


e Conſcience; ſo as to do with Greedineſs, (Eph. iv. 19.) 
0 thoſe Things, ' whith are not convenient, however 
0 atrocious Sins they may, in their own Nature, be, 
e In which Caſe, whether, like the Heathens of old, 
ry we live under an untwritten Law of Nature; or, like 
d the ancient Jews,” under a' written one; the Effect 
o will, in both Caſes, be pretty much the ſame ; 
te Like them, ve may vie with, and deſpiſe one another; 
1t but both are ſadly out of the Way of Truth, and 
rd Peace. Hence then the modern Diſſoluteneſs both 
8 in Principle and Practice; which prevails with ſuch 
ho an Equipoiſe, that the niceſb Diſtinguiſher would 
of - find it hard to decide, whether InFipsLiTY be, in 


our Days, : more the PARENT. of PROrIISAcr, . 


he or ProFLicacy. of 'InripelityY: Though one 
y, Thing is however too clear and certain, that they 
H both' work faithfully into each other's Hands; every 
ry where ſpreading their baleful Influence in ſuch: a 
-0- Manner, as to threaten an univerſal Deluge of Sin 
y.; and Wickedneſs, ſimilar to that before the Flood, 
cies and to that of Sodom and Gamorrab. Which un- 
de- deniable State of Things ſadly verifies and exem- 
nit plifies St. Pauls Pre- monition concerning the 4a ff 


perilous Times; when, under 4 Form of . Godlineſs 
denying it. Power, worſe than Heathen and Jeroiſb 
Vices would reign triumphant among Chriftions; 


? (2 Tim. iii. 1--5.) during Which alſo Scoffers ſhould * 
4 come, walking after their s and ſaying, where _ 
4 | : ; 1 | | P _ 
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(. 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4) 


„„ OW 
is the Promiſe of our Saviour's ſecond | Coming, &c. ? 


In a Situation like this, and ſo plainly accom- 
liſhed; conſidering, withal, the late awful Appear- 
ances of NATORE, both in Heaven above, on the Sea, 
and on the Earth beneath; why ſhould the pious 
and reſpectable Diſcerner f the Signs of the Time 
(Luke xii. 56.) be dubbed for a vapoured and 
gloomy, EnTHUS1AsT, if the extremely applicable 
and monitory Words of our Saviour, {Luke xvii, 
2630) and the many other ſuch like, affect him ſo 
deeply, as to influence his Conduct, and to become 
ſo indenble as hardly ever to be got out of his Heart 
and Mind ?—Read them, dear Reader, read them 
with Mary's Ponderings in her Heart. (Luke li. 19.) 
- it was Fane + . - Hall it be ALso in 
1 s of the Son of Man. did eat, they drank, 
proqps nh Wins) and they were given in Marriage, 
wntil the Day that Noe entered into the Ark, and the 
Flood came and defiroyed THEM | ALL.—LIKEwW1sSE 
ALSO, as it was in the Days of Lot, they did eat, they 
drant, they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded : 
But the ſame Day that Lot went out of Sodom, it 
rained Fire and Brimſtone out of Heaven, and 2 
THEM ALL: — EVEN THUS all it be in the- Day 
toben the Son of Man is revealed.--- And again, (Matt. 
XXIV. 44.) In ſuch an Hour as ye THINK NOT, the 
Son of Man' cometh. At Minxtohr there was a 
Cry made, Bebold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out 10 
meet him] (Chap. xxv. 6.) You yourſelves | know 
perfectly, * Paul, 1 Theſſ. v. 2--4.) that the 
- Day of the Lord ſo cometh, as a Thief in the Night : 
For when they ſhall ſay, PEACE AND SAFETY, then 
SUDDEN Deſtruction cometh upon them, as Travail upon 
a Woman with Child, and = 34 1 not ESCAPE. 
Surely (might one think) in vain is the Net ſprrad in 
the Sight of any Bird. (Prov. i. 17.) For no Words 
can convey a more Signal Warning than is here 
| 20 N given; 
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zen; or one With greater Emphaſis inculcated 9 
os all Titnes, all Nicions. and all Perſons, from — 
that Day to his. (Mark xiii. 3537. Luke xxi. 
r n ee enen, 

1 yet, amidſt ſuch evident and glaring Signs of 
the Times, amidſt the ſtrange foreboding Diſorders 
the Natural, the Moral, the Ci oll, and the Eccli/fiaftical 
World; when nothing Teſs than the good, the accept- 
Mhle, and the perfect 571 of Cod, is, in general, 
tnown, wiſhed for, and done; how ſhould the bleed 
Doctrine of. our Lord Feſus Chrift in the New Teſlament 
be known, whether it be of God, or whether be ſpoke 
pf Bide © (Rom. xii. 2. „ 0 17.) How then 

ould we rightly und folidly know, what God is; — 
what Man is ;—whence he cometh, and whither he 
is going ;—what the World about him was at firſt, - 
is now, and ſhall again be;—what is Man's Chief 
God; —and what, in the Purſuit of it, is incum- "144 
bent upon him, before all other Things: — And how "28 
all muſt wind up, at laſt, to the Glory of the great. ' 
Creator? When a good Conſcience towards Gol, te 
only true Ground and Baſis of his Fear and Love, 
und of all the Reality of Religion, (1 Tim. i. 5.) 
is filenced, ridiculed, and extinguiſhed, how ſhould 
any ſound Knowledge prevail? (Plat. xxv. 14.) How 
ſhould not Suicide, with its Twin- Siſter Dosr. 
LING, and every other horrid Species of MurDER 
prevail, both in Principle and Practice? How 
ſhould not a perfect Inundation of Sin and Wicked. 
neſs break N and overflow. all the Dams, 
Mounds, and Barriers, which human Precaution 
and Ingenuity, backed and enforced by all the Ter- 

ror of the Laws, have ever yet been able to oppoſe 
to its deſolating and diſtreſsful Progreſs ? —A radical 

and effeual REMEDY for the Evil of the Times, is 
--- cherefore ſtill the grand Defideratum, if the Earth 
in we live upon is not, by Degrees, to be at laſt con- 
verted into à Sort of Hell. If the twelve Tribes of _ ö 
Iſrael, ſerving God Day and Night, hoped to come to the 


Promiſe 
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Promiſe made of Oed unte their Fathers ;, (Acts xxvi. 


and Simplicity of Spirit, will again be found zhe 


it, with the Heart; as once heretofore to the Few and 
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7.) which they alſo, in a go? ree, obtained 
at the firft Sein of our bleſſed $4, in the Fleſh; 
how much more ſhould not wwe; (who, purſuant to 
repeated. Promiſe, are at this Day locking for him in 
Faith) long for, and haſten on his Appearance the 
SECOND Time, without Sin unto Salvation ? (Heb. ix, 
28. 2 Pet. ili. 12.) Now the Enemy is come in like a 
Flood, we earneſtly beſeech the Lord: % it up 4 
Standard again him. (Iſai. lix. 19, 20.) The ſecret 
Language and Aſpirations of our Hearts are, Come 
out of Sion, O thou great Deliverer, and turn away 
E s from our Jacob! (Rom. xi. 26,) May 
He, at length, ſoon ſend his Meſſenger, the ELLAS-> 
SPIRIT, of theſe laſt Times, to prepare the Way before 
him! (Mal. ili. 1. iv. 5, bly or, encouraged by 
the Word and Promiſe of God, and inſtigated by 
their own, and by the Exigencies of the Times, 
ſuch. an extraordinary Hiineſs, or Witneſſes of the 
ancient Stamp and Spirit, Have many learned and 

ood, ſober, and ſolid Divines, as well as a greater 
Number of plain and truly-pious Chriſtians 5 7 
Denomination, been long wiſhing and waiting for. 
And He, or THEY, like the Apoſtle Paul of old, will 
not, when they come, be a/bamed of the GosPEL OF 
CHRisT; which, in its original Purity of Doctrine, 


Power of God unto Salvation to every one that believeth 


Greek, ſo now, at this Day to nominal Chriſtians, 
reaſoning Deiſts, and to all Heathen Nations, For Wa! 
therein is THE RIGHTEOUSNESS, OF God ſtill to be s. 
revealed from Faith to Faith. (Rom. i, 16, 17.) Mo 
| And, as this was God's laſt and beſt Remedy, at (2. 
the Fulneſ5 of the Time, almoſt eighteen Centuries 


ſince; ſo will not any 1% e one than the Re- 
newal of it now anſwer the Exigencies of our Times (1 


and State of Things, after ſo long a DzGgnERacy. 


ans 


- 
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ypical, and Autichriſtian BABYLON, (and doubtleſs 
Ws one conſiderable Mean towards the Bringing it 
bout, (Rev. xiv. 6, 7. xviii. 1.) ſhall the gveR-+ 
ASTING GOSPEL be preached unto them that dwell 


on ho 


Tongue and People. The Sum and Subſtance of 
phich is, that becauſe the Hour of God's Judgment, 


Rev. xix. 2.) to be effected inſtrumentally by the 
Proper and individual ANTICHRIST, (1 John ii. 18, 
Rev. xvii. 16, 17. 2 Theſ. ii. 3.) is come; and the 
enſuing Abomination of Deſolation in the total Apoſtac 
(announced and uſhered in with @ loud Voice of 1 
third followimg Angel )aShe near to be ſet up ;--- 
IDoLATRY'of every Kind, whether literal or ſpiri- 
tual, ſecret or open, ſhould, in the Fear of the true 
God, be turned from ; and all Glory given to HIM 
alone; by worſhipping (in Spirit and in Truth) Him, 
that made Heaven and Earth, and the Sea, and the 
Fountains of Waters. (Ver, 8--12. Iſai. ii. 17--22, 
„„ 7 oe WE I CTTINITELIES 


knowledged ITnefficacy and Tnſufficiency of all ordina 

Remedies, a All Means of — 
hitherto, ought juſtly to excite in all the hangt and 
pood Hearts (Luke vili. 1 5.) of every Chriſtian Nation 
and Denomination, ſo much the more ardent Defires 


E Ob ode hoe bo ̃ en W wm 


SELF,* (Mal. iv. 2. Pf. cxix. 126.) Thy Kingdem 
come ! Thy Will be done on Earth, at it is in Heaven] are 
Heart's Aſpirations and Petitions, dictated to us by 


| SOBRIETY itſelf. Surely then muſt the DERSIRE oF 
© WM att Nations be bimſelf in true and perfect Uniſon 
© With /ucb 2 Defire, in what Heart ſoever found. 
© Wl (Matt. vi. 10, Hag. ii. 7. Rev. xxii. 7, 17, 20.) 
by And let it, withal, be well obſerved, that by the 


* Dignus Deo vindice Nodus. 
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ery remarkable and encouraging is it alſo in this 
WR eſpect, that, previous to the Downfal of this Anti- 


pn the Earth, and to every Nation, and Kindred, and 


the Tudgment of. the great Whore of Degeneracy, 


One ſhould think alſo, that the evident and ac- 


after the healing Wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs - 


Preaching 


— 3 n — . a 


ll Diviſions, and join i 
Mind, and in the, 
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Preaching of the everlaſling Goſpel, as the grand Mean 
to this very neceſſary and moſt defirable End, no 
mere Syſtem of particular Opinions, no undue Zeal 
for the SHIBBOLETH, or Peculiarity of this or that di- 
vided Church, Sea, or Denomination, is here meant; 


but the living, genuine WorD or Gop jelf the 
r 


Tsriuonr or Gop himſelf; ſo as, from the 
Mouths and Pens of the Apeſtles, and all their true 


Succeſſors, when baptized with the Holy Ghoft, and 


with Fire, (Luke xxiv. 49. Acts i. 4, 5.) it divinely 


evinced Jeſus, the: cxUciFieD JEsus, to be the 


CunrisrT, the Son of the Livixo Gop. -A Word, 
which where. ever it came, produced, both with 
and without, ſuch wonderful Effects, as juſtly claim 
our Admiration to this very Day. All. other Doc- 
trines, ſhort of this, with all Volumes of Contro- 
verſies, how exquiſitely ſoeyer framed and managed, 
will be found to be mere Cobwebs.and Patch-Work 
in Compariſon of it: As the moſt ſhining Gifts anc 


Talents will alſo be found like à ſounding Braſs, er à 


tinkling Cymbal; unlefs they are derived from that one 
and the elf- ſame Spirit of Ixsus; which worketh all, 
and divideth; in the Church, to every Man [everally, 


HE WILL. (1 Cor. xiii, 1. xii. 11.) For as, at 


the Day of Pentecoſt, this Spirit was the Beginner, 
the Continuer, and the Finiſher of every Thing 
done in the Church of God; ſo muſt it again be the 


Jame, without any Competition and Mixture, though 


offered under the moſt plauſible Pretexts, and even 
pious Appearances. (Acts v..4. 2 Cor. xi. 13--15.) 
Every Thing elſe will, at beſt, only leave us where 
it found-us; carrying in itſelf the Confutation of its 
own Pretenſions, by the abortive Efe#,---But THIS 
will make Chriſtians again ſpeak the ſame Thing; end 
= rfeftly together in the ſame 

„ Judgment. (1 Cor. i. 10, 


Wr, ond | 

To return, however, from a Digreſſion my Subject 
has inadvertently led the Zeal of my Heart into; and 
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bo ſum up all: Thus then, on Epicurean and Strizat 
Principles, or even on thoſe of modern IN IDEIIT T, 
ome Sort of rational and plauſible Plea might, 
perhaps, be made for the Lawfulneſs, and even for 
e Expediency of an occaflonal SUICIDE :---But, if 
e Revelation of the Will of God, by the Gosyzr. 
df his Son Jeſus Chriſt, be taken into the Accompt; A 
nd were it ectualhy to operate upon the Heart, by 1x 
aith and Confidence in it, as Truth ſo important 992 
ind intereſting may juſtly challenge ;---then will 
BUICIDE ſelf-evidently appear to de the frightful 

onfler it really is. It will appear to be, not only 
an extremely raſb Ad, and an wnavailing Attempt; 
but alſo one moſt preſumptuous, and arrogant; a very 

einous Crime and Miſdemeanor, committed againſt 


e Sovereign Deity, and Father of Spirits; a grievous 
Injury done to our Neighbour ; 6&4 a ſtill more fatal 
One to our Ownſekves, The rebellious Defender, 
and daring Perpetrator of it will be ſeen to fretch 


ny his Hands out again/i God, and to ſtrengthen 


10 imſelf againſt the Almighty ; running _ bim, even 
1, We" #15 Neck, upon the thick Boſſes of his Bucklers. (Job 
„ . 25, 26.) Inſtead of humbly, patiently, and 
at {Wubmiſfively fleeing in his Diſtreſs, by Faith, to 
r, briſt, as the Refuge, ſure and Gr 2 fo before him, 
8 and as the Panacea, or univerſal Remedy againſt all 
he vil; the Self-Murderer, in Unbelief, in the blind 
oh end deſperate Rage of his fallen Nature, makes a 
en Mpreſumptuous and irreverſible Appeal to one of the 
5. moſt fatal of all Lies and Deluſions; and will find 
ere imſelf miſerably cheated, and trepanned by that 


DId Serpent; who, having in the Beginning, de- 

eived, ſtill, to this very Day, goeth on fo deceive _ 

be whole World, (Rev. xii. 9.) pe 2X 
But the very Truth, and the only Ground of ſolid 
ope, on the other Hand, is, that however we may 

de attacked and beſieged by Guilt and Miſery, the 

Name of the Tord JESUS is a firong Tower ; into 
bich the Righteous, by Faith, may fies and be ſafe. - 
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Prov. xvili. 10.) I if 4 faithful ſaying, and worthy: 


| EN Acceptatian, that JEs8Us CHRIST came into the 


orld to ſave Sinners; ay, the Chief of Sinners. 
(1 Tim. i. 15.) Which kind Overture, and pre- 
cious, indefealible Charter of Grace is (Heb. vi. 
1 0 farther ſigned, ſealed, and ratified by the 
Cord, and Oath of God. G (fays the Author 
of that Epiſtle) willing mare abundantly to to the 
Primi, (who are ever, at the firſt, poor 
contrite, and trembling Sinners) the Immutability 
his Connſel (to ſave them freely, and to the uttermoſt ) 
confirmed it by an Oath, that N immutable T hings, 
in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have 


A STRONG CONSOLATION, WHO HAVE FLED FOR 


REervuce, (Num. xxxv. 6, &c.) to lay Hold upon the 


Hor ſe before ws: WRICR Hope we have as an 
Anchor of the Soul, bath ſure and ſtedfaſt, e. 


And finally, what our dear, and bleſſed Saviou 


once uttered audibly with his own divine Lips when 


here on Earth, that is he {till peaking, by his Holy 
Spirit, from Heaven, to the inward Ears, or within 
the Hearts, of all poor ſelf-convicted Sinners. 


- (Heb. xii. 25. Matt. xi. al, i Come unto ME, 


all ve that labour, and are heavy - laden, and I will give 
you REST, Tate Mx Tale upon you, and learn of ME; 


for I am meek, and my in Heart, and ye ſhall find 


Refl unto your Souls : 
Burden is light. 


er MY Yoke is eaſy, and MY 
And again, by his Evangelical Prophet, (Iſai. 


. Iv. 3.) Incline your Ear and come unto ME ; hear, and 


your Soul ſball live. | | 

And thus, whatſeever T hings were written aforetime 
were written for our Learning, thut we, through Patience 
and Comfort of the SCRIPTURES, might have HOPE; 
with which no Sort of Suicipe, whether daringly 
premeattated, or unhappily precipitated, can poſſibly 
conſiſt. (Rom. xv. 4.) 2 DE59 

| — — 


Ex r Line 36. (in ſome Co ies) alſo not a * 
P. 8. L. 33. 27, not 43.6. 9. L. 4 XxxViit, not XXViiis : 
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